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ABSTRACT 

This paper is a sincere effort to find out the effect of early marriage on women empowennent 
in the slums of Khulna City of Bangladesh. It was also an attempt to estimate the impact of 
other socio-economic and demographic variables related to early marriage (for example: 
employment status, educational attainment, age at marriage, household income, family size 
etc.) on women empowerment. A total of 120 respondents were selected by using quota 
sampling from two slum areas named Rupsha Char slum and 5 No. Ghat slum of Khulna 
City. Two groups were considered to be compared for measuring the effect of early marriage 
on women empowerment. One group represents those women who have become victims of 
early marriage (women married before age of 18 years) and another one represents those 
women who have been married at appropriate age (women married after age of 18 years). A 
Cumulative Empowennent Index (CEI) was constructed to determine the level of women 
empowennent. Then a multiple linear regression model was used to estimate the impact of 
early marriage on women empowerment. The study found that the \..,omen, who are married 
at an early age are significantly less empowered than those of the other women, who married 
at appropriate age. The statistical evidence shows that age at marriage and household income 
has significant positive impact on women empowerment. Moreover, the findings also show 
that on an average, empowerment level increases when women become employed. 
Therefore, based on the statistical and empirical evidence it can be concluded that age at 
marriage has very significant positive influence on women empowerment and early marriage 
can be proved to be one of the major obstacles in the way of women empowerment in urban 
slums of Khulna city. 
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L INTRODUCTION 
In the era of globalization, the whole developing world is running for sustainable development 
through a holi stic approach. Setting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was the very outset 
of this approach, which has inspired more than 150 nations to be committed to achieve seventeen 
essential development goals within 2030. Among the seventeen goals the crucial one is -
'achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls', especially, for a country like 
Bangladesh, where a patriarchal society has been being nurtured since its dawn. Although many 
scenarios have changed regarding this goal in Bangladesh and the MDG Report 2012 depicts 
many progresses for this target, still there are many impoverished areas which are even not 
acquainted with the term 'women empowennent'. There are many socio-economic obstacles for 
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