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ABSTRACT 

Travel pattern and mobility of school children is often different than the overall pattern of 
city dwellers or adults. However, this topic is not well researched by academia or 
professionals in Bangladesh. Nevertheless, often it is claimed that school trips on private cars 
is one of the major causes of congestion in Dhaka city. This research provides an overview of 
travel pattern of school students in Dhaka and suggests how to overcome their major mobility 
constraints. Four hundred and twenty students from 2 1 different primary schools were 
interviewed using a pre-detennined questionnaire and analysed to fulfil the research aim. It 
was found that the majority of students walk and a significant portion travel with an escort 
(adult family member) by car or rickshaw whilst cycling is very limited. Findings of this 
research may help to improve overall mobility and travel experience of school students. 
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L INTRODUCTION 
Traffic congestion and transportation-related environmental pollution are the important 
problems in many developing countries (Le and Trinh, 2016), and Bangladesh is also not an 
exception. Traffic and transport situation in Bangladesh is very chaotic and often characterized 
as underdeveloped and inadequate infrastructure provi sion, lack of discipline and poor traffic 
management, severe safety problems and a widening gap between demand and supply_ Dhaka 
city is the main administrative, political, economic and academic centre of Bangladesh. 
However, traffic congestion and delay is one of the major problems of the city. Congestion is a 
common phenomenon in the streets of Dhaka and the s ituation becomes worst in peak hours (e.g_ 
opening and closing time of office and educational institutions). The average hourly speed of 
vehicles in Dhaka' s street now-a-days become only 7 km per hour (Siddique, 2017). 
Furthermore, recently Dhaka has ranked the 2" worst city of the world in terms of liveability 
index (E1U, 2015). 

School related traffic has become a major source of congestion in many parts of the developing 
world (Choudhury et a!. 2012) . Furthennore, driving to school increases congestion (BMA 1987; 
Hillman, 1993; Rowland et a!. 2003). A large number of schools are located in the central part of 
Dhaka city which pulls a significant number of traffic during morning and afternoon peak hours. 
Though car ownership rate and car's contribution in modal share is very low (Rahman, 2011), a 
considerable number of school students in Dhaka city travel on cars (Choudhury et a!. 2012). 
Consequently, during school starting and closing time, a large number of personal cars are 
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