
ISSN 1608-7844 
10 Urban and Rural Planning Discipline 

Khulna University 

Piau Plus. Volume-9. 2019 151 -70l 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE EARTHQUAKE CONTINGENCY 
PLANNING SYSTEM AMONG DISASTER MA NAGEMENT 

STAKEHOLDERS FOR DHAKA CITY CORPORATIONS 

Fatema Akter * 1, Mohammad Sharifullslam 2 

I. "Corresponding AII/hor: Project CoordlnOlOr. Nariol/al Grassroots DisabililY Organi:arioll. Dhaka 
Email: IIwkla_955@vahoo. coll1 

2. Urban Planner. Bhairab MU/licipality, MillisnyojLGRD <~ Cooperoril'es, Bangladesh 

ABSTRACT 

The purpose of th is study is to analyze and detenll ine the status of contingency planning 
systems for disaster management stakeholders for Dhaka City Corporations. The study also 
aims at determining the status ,md identifying the added value of contingency plann ing by 
public and private authorities. As prime movers of disaster risk management, public 
authorities can usc the findings and recommendations of this study in plann ing for disasters 
or emergencies that may likely afTt.,'Ct and bring enormous impact on people's lives, their 
live li hoods and property, The qua litative descriptive research design was found to be the 
most suitable design for this study capable of investigating a wider gcographical area in a 
short period of timc. capturing the respondents' views on common hazards. thc status of 
carthquakc contingency planning, the frequency of rev iewing the plans, as we ll as their 
capacity and gap 10 cngage into contingency planning. In this study a semi-structured 
questionnaire was used to reach out to all the twenty seven stakeholders who arc regarded as 
a first responder of the earthquake contingency plan and a race-to-face interview were taken 
of the key inlonnanl~ . Based on the quali tati ve data a thematic analysis was done for 
findings. From the findings m~ior gaps are identified and based on the find ings 
recommendation are given, The findings and recommendations of this study might set the 
tone for "good practice" in dealing wi lh disastcr risk management in Dhaka City Corporation 
and globally, as well as influencing policy and practice. 

KEYWO RDS: Earthquake, COnlingency Plann ing, Disaster risk management, Disaster 
mitigation. 

I. INTROD UCTION 
Being the capital of Bangladesh, Dhaka is the primal city in terms of its political, cultural and 
economic importance. It is the center of the country's all administrative and econom ic acti viti es. 

The population of Dhaka city (areas under the jurisd iction of the Dhaka city corporation) stands at 
approx imate ly 8.5 million (Population Review, 20 17). The ci ty, in combination with local ities 
formi ng the wider metropo li tan area, is home to an estimated 18 million as of2017. The population 
is growing by an estimated 4.2% per annum , one of the highest rates amongst Asian cities. 

In the genera lized tectonic map of Bangladesh, Dhaka is near by the Modhupur Fault and Plate 
Boundary Faul L- 3. The earthquake risk of the Dhaka City is growing wi lh every passing moment 
because o f the unabated gro\\1h of human settlement and industrial and other economic activities. 
The rapid increase in vu lnerabi li ty of the city is evident fro m the rap id urbanizatio n, population 
growth, popu lat ion migration and development of majo r econom ic zones in and around Dhaka. 
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