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A BSTRACT 

Urban Partnership for Poverty Reduction Project (UP PRP) is a mega-development project in 
Khulnll city. This study quest ions the method appl ied to ident ify the poor for development 
interven Lion . In doing so, the paper measures the Poverty of Community Development 
Comm ittee (CDC) mem bers, identified as poor by the U PPRP. and non-CDC members using 
the Mu lti -dimensional Iloverty Index (MP I). UPPRP considered 16 sub-i ndicators under 
three dimensions. namely infrastrucL ure. livelihood and land tenure, and housing to identify 
the CDC member. Based on an extensive li terature review, a total of six dimensions and 21 
indicators were se lected to calculate the MP I of CDC and non-CDC members of sl um 
dwcllers in Khulna city. The study was conducted in two wards, ward 13 and 14. whcre ward 
13 is considered by the UPPR project as critically poor and ward 14 is a relatively high 
developed ward. In this paper, an alternative approach to poverty measurement has been 
proposed to address the issue of how such a UPPRP project is stil l unab le to address poveny. 
A total of 54 houscholds were surveyed in ward 13 (0= 26) and 14 (n= 28) by simple random 
sampling. Analytical H.ierarchy Method is used to weigh the six dimensions and 21 
indicators. The major findings of the study arc: (i) slum dwcllcrs of Khulna city are 
multi-dimensionally poorer than income poverty and (it) CDC mcmbers are not necessari ly 
the poorest of the poor. The study concludes that the UPPR project is unable to target the poor 
lor development intervention and certainly there is a possibili ty of undereounting poverty. 
The findings of the study need to be validated by a large sample to confirm the lind ings but 
surely can be a template for a broader understand ing of poverty in Khulna city and beyond. 
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I. I NTRO DUCTION 
Poverty is cons idered as a mu ltid imens ional phenomenon and can be measured fro m different 
perspectives (Prathapage, 2006; Manap, Zakari a, & Hassan, 20 17). Poverty is o ften measured 
from an income perspective, but poverty is a combination of other aspects of well being (Manap, 

Zakaria, & Hassan, 20 17). Generally, all poverty measures fall into two approaches, the di rect 
and indirect or income approach (Alk ire & Santos, 20 14). The d irect approach indicates a lack 




































